
ESSENTIAL WORLD WAR II VOCABULARY

Required by law to serve their country in 
some way, usually in the armed forces.conscripted

The 26 nations that fought against the 
Axis in WW2. The United Kingdom, 

France and Poland, later joined by other 
countries, including the USSR (Soviet 

Union), the United States of America and 
China.

allies

The military alliance made up of Germany, 
Italy and Japan.

axis

Adding territory to one’s own territory.annex

The Nazi’s secret police force.gestapo

Allowing each person to only have a fixed 
amount of something.

rationing

A person evacuated from a place of 
danger.

evacuee

Mark or remember a past eventcommemorate

Doing things at home to support the war 
was called ‘fighting on the home front’Home front

A ruler with total power over a country. dictator

Entering an area by force in order to take 
over.

invade

An organised military force equipped for 
fighting. 

army

A sustained fight between large organised 
armed forces.

battle

The group of people with the authority to 
govern a country or state.

government

Fun fact! The Battle of Britain (fought 
between the German Luftwaffe and the 

Royal Air Force) was the first ever battle to 
be fought only in the air.


